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Welshpool High School

Codi Cyrhaeddiad Trwy Godi Disgwyliadau ~ Raising Achievement By Raising Expectations

NEGES O'R PRIFATHRO

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER

We have enjoyed a fabulous start to the
academic year, since returning in ;&
September.

It has been a joy to meet our new Year 7 ;b
pupils, who | hope have come home §
telling tales of how they feel more at
home as every week passes. They seem I
to be taking well to life in secondary
school and moving around from lesson
to lesson.

Already the extracurricular side of school life is in full swing.
Sports clubs are busy, Live Lounge is thriving and the Student
Council has been very active already. The Student Council are a
particularly engaged body of pupils who share opinions in a very
mature way and over the last few years they have helped us
make changes to quite a few elements of school life. This year, |
am sure, will be no different.

In addition, many of the Additional Support sessions for pupils
in examination year groups have started, and it has been
fantastic to see the attendance at the extra Mathematics
sessions for Year 11s already. This dedication will hopefully go a
long way to preparing for the summer examinations.

Recently we were informed that we were once again the best
performing secondary school in Powys for attendance in 2025-
2026 - this is the third year in a row. We are really grateful for
the support that our families give us with this and hope that we
can continue this drive to ensure we have high attendance once
again in 2026-2027.

Mr J Arnold

DIGWYDDIADAU | DDOD
UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday 13" October
U18 Girls Hockey
Tournament, Welshpool

Wednesday 14™ October
Sixth Form Open Evening
(5.30-7.30pm)

Tuesday 20™ October
Year 13 Geography Field
Trip

Tuesday 20™ October
U18 Girls Netball
Tournament, Llanfair
Caereinion

Wednesday 21* October
Welsh Inter-Schools Cross
Country Championships,
Brecon

Wednesday 21* October
A-Level PE Wrexham
University Trip

Friday 23" October
Welsh Cluster Inset Day
(No Pupils)

bwletin ysgol

09.10.26 school bulletin



GWYBODAETH PWYSIG | RIENI

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

PRAISE AND SANCTION

During the first few weeks back to school, pupils have made a positive start and
have once again embraced our lesson grade descriptors. The grade descriptors
can be found in your daughter/son’s planner and are well received by the pupils
in lessons.

In September, 15044 Grade 1s have been awarded. This demonstrates excellent
behaviour, consistency and effort from our pupils. If a student receives a Grade
3 or a Grade 4 then a sanction will be applied. Grade 3s and 4s for September
have been reduced compared to the same period during the last academic year.

Importantly, throughout the year, we will continue to recognise and celebrate
the hard work and effort of every pupil, and we will be using assemblies to
celebrate their success. We always compare our data against previous years.
Last year for the same period, 14700 Grade 1s were awarded.

In summary, we have made a really positive start to the new academic year.

ATTENDANCE

At the start of every new academic year, we always make attendance a priority.
Research highlights that early patterns of absence can become very problematic
if support is not given to the child and/or family. Heads of Year monitor
attendance and will meet fortnightly with our Educational Welfare Officer in an
attempt to do everything possible to support every pupil.

Recently a letter was sent home to parents/carers highlighting fixed penalty
notices and lateness to school. Importantly, we have explained that attendance
relates to attainment.

Compared to previous years, the data for the first four weeks in school is
extremely positive and we are also very pleased to share with you that our
overall attendance for the whole school, compares very well to national and
county data. Our whole school attendance target for this academic year is to be
above 93%.

As always, we are very grateful to our parents/carers
for their support in helping our attendance.



GWYBODAETH PWYSIG | RIENI

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

UNIFORM

Similar to attendance, we are very grateful to parents for their support with
uniform. Pupils have set high standards with regards to bringing the correct
uniform and equipment to school and we hope this continues.

PARKING / DROP-OFFS

A gentle reminder to all parents/carers that drive their children to school that all
drop-offs should be made in the designated area at the end of the Flash Leisure
Centre car park. This is clearly signposted and DOES NOT include the Welshpool
High School staff car park or bus park.

The only exemption is for disabled access, which is in front of Theatre Clera. We
thank you in advance for your support in this matter, in an effort to keep
everybody safe.
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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

#RestartAHeart

RESTART A HEART CAMPAIGN
As a school we have registered for the Restart a Heart Live 2026 campaign.

Restart a Heart (RSAH) is an annual initiative led by Resuscitation Council UK
which aims to increase the number of people surviving out-of-hospital
cardiac arrests by helping more people learn CPR and become ResusReady.

Survival rates from out-of-hospital cardiac arrest remain stubbornly low in
the UK, with fewer than one in 10 people surviving*. By taking part in
Restart a Heart, you are part of something bigger. You are contributing to a
society where more people know how to help save a life, and can make a
real difference in the ultimate medical emergency.

During form time, pupils have watched a video that highlights lifesaving CPR
skills.

The link to the video is also below
https://youtu.be/hbaHV piETY

Resuscitation

Council UK

Learn CPR, act fast, save lives


https://youtu.be/hbaHV_piETY

NEWYDDION GAN FFRINDIAU
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NEWS FROM FRIENDS OF
WELSHPOOL HIGH SCHOOL

FRIENDS OF WELSHPOOL HIGH SCHOOL

The Friends have had another busy summer of events and fundraising and are
pleased to announce that money has already been provided to assist in the
purchase of equipment for Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and towards the
cost of swimming lessons for Key Stage 3 pupils.

We have a number of key events coming up:

« The Friends of Welshpool High School are holding their AGM on Monday,
19" October at 7.00pm at PYC Offices (opposite McDonalds). We would
love to see as many parents as possible who would like to be involved in
supporting the school and everyone is welcome. Come and hear what
we have been up to with fundraising and events!

« We are also holding a Charity Race Night at Welshpool Church House on
Friday, 13" November, starting at 7.00pm. Entry is free and we will be
providing nibbles - bring your own alcohol/soft drinks. We hope you can
join us - come and place your bets and have a dabble at winning some
cash!

All money raised goes towards improving school life for our pupils and we
would love your support in any way. Please follow our Facebook page for
more details.

Friends’ Objective:

To provide and assist in the provision of facilities,
equipment and support for the educational,
scientific, cultural, environmental and recreational
benefit of the pupils of Welshpool High School.




Friends of /-
Welshpool High School

Monday 19th | PYC Offices
October 2026 Buttington Cross
at 7.00pm Enterprise Park,

Welshpool
Everyone with an interest in supporting
Welshpool High School is welcome
to come along to the meeting.

Come and find out more about what the Friends
have been doing, hear about our plans for the future,
and discover how you could get involved in
supporting the school and its community.
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Friends of Welshpool High School
(Charity Number 1211578)

Notice of Annual General Meeting

to be held on
Monday 19" October 2026 at 7.00pm

at
PYC Offices, Buttington Cross Enterprise Park, Welshpool

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Apologies for absence

3. Election of any new Trustee(s)

4. Chairperson’s report to 31.07.2026
5. Treasurer's report to 31.07.2026

6. Any other business

7. Date of next AGM



.' ] “ a- Welshpool l-llgh School

" The church House
Welshpool

Friday 13th November
Starting at 7.00pm
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NEWYDDION O DECHNOLEG

NEWS FROM TECHNOLOGY

Year 8 Take on the Smallpeice Trust STEM Aircraft Challenge

Before the summer break, Year 8 pupils
had the exciting opportunity to take part
in @ Smallpeice Trust STEM Day, where
they put their design, engineering and
« problem-solving skills to the test through
an aircraft challenge.

Working collaboratively in teams, pupils
s were challenged to design, create and
test their own aircraft. Throughout the
day, they explored a range of factors that
can affect an aircraft’s performance, considering how their design choices
influenced areas such as flight distance, stability, weight, aerodynamics and
accuracy.

The challenge encouraged pupils to think like real engineers. They developed
initial ideas, constructed their aircraft and then tested their designs. Following
testing, pupils were able to consider what worked well and identify possible
improvements, demonstrating the importance of
testing, evaluating and refining ideas as part of the
engineering design process.

The STEM Day provided an excellent opportunity §
for pupils to develop valuable skills including§
teamwork, communication, creativity, problem-
solving and practical engineering skills, while
applying their learning to a fun and engaging real-
world challenge.

Our Year 8 pupils worked extremely hard
throughout the event and showed great
enthusiasm and determination. They thoroughly
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NEWS FROM TECHNOLOGY

Year 8 Bookmark Challenge

Year 8 pupils have made a creative
start to their Design & Technology "

lessons this year by taking partin 7 e
an exciting Bookmark Design ' =9
Challenge. e

The project links with the school’s
‘Drop Everything and Read’ weeks,
which take place across Key Stage
3, as well as supporting the
National Year of Reading. The
project provides a great
opportunity to promote the importance and enjoyment of reading while allowing
pupils to develop and demonstrate a wide range of Design & Technology skills.

Each Technology Class has been challenged to design and create their own unique
bookmark, experimenting with different materials, techniques and processes.
Depending on their Technology area, pupils have worked with paper, card and wool,
alongside skills such as weaving, CAD (Computer Aided Design) and CAM (Computer
Aided Manufacture).

Throughout the project, pupils have been encouraged to think carefully about
creativity, function, accuracy, quality and presentation, developing their designs
from an initial idea through to a finished product.

To celebrate their hard work, every pupil receives house points for taking part. Each
class will also have 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners, selected based on their effort,
guality of the finished product and overall design.

The project has been a great way for Year 8 pupils to begin their technology work,
combining creativity, practical skills and digital technologies while supporting both
the school’s focus on reading and the wider National Year of Reading.



NEWYDDION O DECHNOLEG

NEWS FROM TECHNOLOGY

Year 11 Hospitality & Catering - NEA Mock Practical

Year 11 Hospitality & Catering pupils have been working
extremely hard completing their NEA Mock Practical
Cook, giving them an excellent opportunity to
demonstrate the practical skills they have developed
throughout the course.

As part of the mock assessment, pupils were challenged
to plan, prepare and present two dishes, which could
include starters, main courses or desserts. Their chosen

dishes needed to be suitable for a specific target group, while also allowing pupils to
showcase a range of practical food preparation, cooking and presentation skills.

demonstrating

presentation when
dishes.

JThere was a fantastic level of effort
‘throughout the practical sessions, with pupils

organisation, time

management, independence and attention to

producing their final

The practical work is only one part of the
process. Pupils will now complete written
evaluations and dietary analysis, considering

the nutritional suitability of their dishes and reflecting on the success of their

practical work.

Completing this mock has provided pupils with
valuable experience and has put them in a's
strong position for their real NEA, which begins
in December.

Well done, Year 11, on your excellent practical
efforts and hard work!
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NEWS FROM THE SIXTH FORM

Former Student Inspires Sixth Form with Global Charity Career

We were delighted to welcome former student Megan Over back to Welshpool
High School to speak with our Sixth Form students about her inspiring career
journey since leaving school.

Following her time at Welshpool High School, Megan has built a successful
career in the charity sector, working both in the UK and overseas. She currently
works for an organisation that supports communities in ongoing and post-
conflict countries, helping people recover from the devastating impacts of war
and rebuild their lives.

During her visit, Megan shared valuable insights into her career path, the
experiences that have shaped her journey, and the opportunities that have
arisen through her work. Students were fascinated to hear about the
challenges and rewards of working in an international setting and the positive
difference that charities can make to communities around the world.

The session encouraged our students to think ambitiously about their own
futures and highlighted the importance of embracing new opportunities,
developing resilience, and believing in their ability to achieve their goals.

We would like to thank Megan for taking the time to return to Welshpool High
School and share her experiences with our students. We are incredibly proud of
all that she has achieved and wish her every success in her future endeavours.



LLWYDDIANNAU CHWARAEON

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

Lili and Rupert at the Royal Windsor Horse Show 2026

Back in May, Lili-Mai Harries went to the Royal Windsor Horse Show with her borrowed
pony, Rupert. As previously reported, Lili was selected at the Welsh team trials on St
David’s Day to ride at the prestigious show, alongside four other riders and one non-rider.

The week was amazing. Although they had not ridden together as a team before, they had
all been busy riding throughout the summer as part of their own Pony Club teams. On the
first evening, each team - England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland and the Republic of Ireland had
to put on a short performance, which needed to include the sponsors, DAKS. Everyone on
the team was involved, and it was fantastic.

Over the next few days, the riders
competed in either the Frogmore Arena
or the Main Castle Arena. One
performance was cancelled due to a
huge storm that never actually arrived!
The ponies and riders performed so
well every day. On Friday, the Klng

won. That was the biggest highlight of |
the week - standing in front of Hls'
Majesty, winning and carrying the ]AKS
Welsh flag with pride. 3

The rest of the week was filled W|th e
highs and lows. Lili was invited to take
part in a podcast with one rider from each team, along with Marcus Capel, the CEO of The
Pony Club, and lan Mariner, who is in charge of Mounted Games.

On the last day, it was revealed that the Welsh team had won the Stable Cup. This was a
points system that included the Wednesday night performance, the Welsh team display in
the Pony Club team competition, and tack and turnout every day, and the stables had to be
kept spotless, with lovely clean, deep beds, full hay nets, clean water and Welsh bunting
hung up. The Welsh team worked hard and were delighted to win the cup.

On the very last Sunday performance, the win went to England, but the Welsh team did
themselves proud.

Continued ...



LLWYDDIANNAU CHWARAEON

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

Since returning from Windsor, Lili has had an incredibly busy summer. The Welsh team may not
have ridden together again until their international competition, but all five riders have
continued riding regularly with their own Pony Club teams, often competing most weekends.

Lili competed at the Royal Welsh Show, the Royal Cheshire Show, with her Pony Club team, the
last competition being at the Pony Club Championships.
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The Pony Club Championships was a huge achievement for Lili and the Berwyn and Dee Pony
Club team. Competing against 24 teams, they finished an incredible 4th. What an achievement
for the whole team!

Preparation is now underway for the international competition in October, which is now only a
few weeks away. The Welsh team are travelling to County Wexford to compete. | know the

Welsh team want to try to give the English a run for their money!

The Welsh team also featured on Alan Titchmarsh’s TV programme, Love Your Weekend.



JOIN THE WELSHPOOL HIGH SCHOOL

EQUESTRIAN SQUAD!

[=INSEA

National Schools Equestrian Association

We're looking at affiliating our school with
the NSEA (National Schools Equestrian
Association), and we'd love to know if your
child would like to take part.

What is the NSEA?

The NSEA runs school-friendly equestrian competitions across the UK. By
affiliating, our school can enter events in show jumping, dressage and
eventing, from Grass Roots through to the National Championships.

Who can join?

. Riders of all ages and abilities

. Everyone competes as equals, regardless of age or the size of their horse
« Riders can compete as individuals or as part of a team

« Onerider can affiliate now, and others can be added later in the year

What do you need?

«  Your own horse or pony (with up-to-date vaccinations)
«  Your own transport to events

« Annual membership approx. £25

« Passion and team spirit!

What can riders take part in?

« Grass Roots qualifiers and Regional Finals

« Regional Points Leagues (team and individual)

« Dressage and show jumping

« One Day Events and British Eventing Points Leagues

«  County qualifiers for the National County Championships (April)



JOIN THE WELSHPOOL HIGH SCHOOL

EQUESTRIAN SQUAD!

Understanding the event codes
When you look at the NSEA competition list, you'll see these codes:

« GR (Grass Roots): lower-height classes for less experienced riders. Once a
rider has jumped 90cm, they're no longer eligible.

- RPL (Regional Points League): school teams earn points through the
season, and the top teams in each region go through to the RPL Points
Final in October.

« NCHQ (National Championship Qualifier): classes that can qualify riders
or teams for the National Championships in October.

. Q (Qualifier): the event offers qualifying places. For example, Grass Roots
qualifiers lead to the Grass Roots Championships.

Upcoming qualifiers
We have qualifiers coming up at Kelsall, Allens Hill and Eland Lodge. This is
our chance to qualify for Championships.

More information
The NSEA FAQs page answers most common questions: FAQs — NSEA

Interested? Please reply by 23" October to tell us your child's name, their
riding level, are they a member of a local pony club, BD, BS and whether
they'd like to compete as an individual or in a team, and what NSEA
competitions they may be interested in.

Competitions coming up

Equestrian event NSEA Eventers Challenge at Eland Lodge - Horse Monkey
Events

Wendy Harries Email: wendy.harries@welshpool-hs.powys.sch.uk



https://www.nsea.org.uk/faqs/
https://horsemonkey.com/uk/equestrian_event/92600/NSEA+Eventers+Challenge+at+Eland+Lodge
https://horsemonkey.com/uk/equestrian_event/92600/NSEA+Eventers+Challenge+at+Eland+Lodge
https://mailto:wendy.harries@welshpool-hs.powys.sch.uk/
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SES
SIMPLE WELSH;PHR_AV\ "
TO USE AT HOME EVERY DAY

.| , BOREDA! AMSER BWYD
~ #  « Bore da — Good morning » Wyt ti'n llwglyd? — Are you hungry?
b @ ==« Sut wyt ti? — How are you? * Mwy, os gwelwch yn dda —
,/ 0 \\ e Dwi'niawn — I'm fine M.ore, please
e Cael diwrnod da — + Diolch — Thank you
Have a good day * Mwynha dy fwyd — Enjoy your meal

YNYTY AMSER CHWARAE

e Tyrd yma — Come here
e Eistedd i lawr — Sit down

¢ Gad inni chwarae — Let's play

e Dy dro di — Your turn

e Beth wnawn ni chwarae? —
What shall we play?

¢ Gwaith da! — Good job!

¢ Mae hynny’n hwyl! — That's fun!

e Awn ni — Let’s go

¢ Helpa fi, os gwelwch yn dda —
Help me, please

e Daiawn! — Well done!

Amser gwely — Time for bed
¢ Brwsia dy ddannedd —
Brush your teeth
* Nos da — Good night
e Cysga’n dda — Sleep well
¢ Breuddwydion melys — Sweet dreams

|
HER GYMRAEG Y DYDD! Wigy@ Q WV * @
_ 5 PHRASES TO TRY EVERY DAY e 7T
1. Bore da 2. Sut wyt ti? 3. Diolch 4. Da iawn! 5. Nos da
V (Good morning) (How are you?) (Thank you) (Well done!) (Good night)

DEFNYDDIA DY GYMRAEG - BOB DYDD, YM MHOB MAN! W

e Hapus — Happy

e Trist — Sad

e Blinedig — Tired

e Wyt ti'n iawn? — Are you okay?

TEIMLADAU P AMSER GWELY
@ .
x

e Dw i'n dy garu di — | love you

USE YOUR WELSH - E'
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Welshpool High School

We are immensely proud of the achievements
of our Sixth Form students and the high-quality' A
teaching at Welshpool High School. We offera | '
wide range of A Level and BTEC Level 3 courses, gE%H
with access to additional subjects through the :
Chwechedd Powys Sixth Consortium, this »
allows students to study mainly at Welshpool ze
while benefiting from specialist courses ‘ :
delivered by local schools and colleges. : . <\ ’_ £, \ e

Jur 6th form schuulh lif: ewadinﬁg,
diverse, invaluable, challenging.

i

But don’t just take our word for it...

visit us at our Open Evening to find
out more and see what we can offer you!

Salop Road
Welshpool
Powys, SY21 7RE
Tel: (01938) 552014

w A'A" =
L A

www.wloi-s.powys.sch.uk

9.30pm - 7.30pm



GWOBRAU MYFYRWYR
STUDENT AWARDS

BLWYDDYN 7 MEDI 2026

YEAR 7 SEPTEMBER 2026
Subject Name Form
Art Dianton-Lee Hunnisett 7KG
Art Candice Mason 7BS
Art Harlow McMahon 7EH
Art Archie Scotland 7BS
Art Rory Williams 7BC
Art and Drama Willow Birch 7BC
Art and French Mihaela Stamenova 7KG
Design & Technology (Hospitality & Catering) Quinn Mountford 7BC
Design & Technology (Hospitality & Catering) Austin Rony 7BC
Drama Lottie De La Cour 7RW
Drama Natan Kaczmarek 7RW
Drama Jackie Roberts 7BS
Drama and French Lottie Pryce 7BS
English Isaac Ransley 7EH
English Zackary Williams 7EH
Geography Sophie Mainwaring 7RW
History Harper Hough 7KG
Maths Alana David 7RW
Welsh Nancy Geddes 7RW

BLWYDDYN 12 MEDI 2026

YEAR 12 SEPTEMBER 2026

Subject Name Form
Biology Lily Bowyer 12)JW
Business Anya Shuker 12w
Business Isla Willcox 12wl
Chemistry Katie Lewis 12w
Chemistry and Design & Technology (Product Design) Elliot Turner 12)JW
History Mae Magness 12JW

Physics Ella Banks 12wl



LLWYDDIANNAU CHWARAEON

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

It has been a busy start to the new term with participation at extracurricular clubs at an all
time high and the start of many competitions and tournaments against other local schools.

Some results from early matches have been:

Year 7 Boys Football vs The Marches our 3 teams played against two different Marches
teams with mixed results. A very good first experience of sport at Welshpool High School
for our boys.

Welsh Cup Football vs Llanfyllin

U13 Girlslost2-1

U18 Boys drew 4 - 4 (lost on penalties)

U18 Girls Hockey lost 5-0 vs a very strong Ellesmere College team

U15 Boys Rugby - 2" place in North Powys, Wrexham and Flintshire

Recently our U15 Boys Rughby Team were in action, taking part in the tournament for
schools in North Powys, Flintshire and Wrexham. After three impressive wins against
Newtown, Castell Alun and
Llanfyllin, the team topped their
group and progressed through to Fis
the final. The final match was §
against a strong Llanidloes team
who had won the other group on
the day. The game was in the
balance for most of it and could
have gone either way, however
two late tries for Llanidloes
meant that we finished the day as
runners-up. This meant it was the
end of the road in the Welsh Cup,
but does mean the team qualify
for a quarter-final spot in the
North Wales Cup.

A great squad effort from everyone involved, well done boys!



LLWYDDIANNAU CHWARAEON

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

Welsh Cup Football

Last week we hosted Llanidloes in the first round of the Welsh Cup for football for our U13
Boys and U15 Boys teams.

The U13s faced a tough first half
battle, with chances for both teams.
However a Welshpool goal just before
half time helped to settle the nerves.
In the second half another goal soon
followed before the floodgates
opened as the boys ran out
comfortable winners in the end.

The U15s also had a tough game with
both sides taking the lead at various
points in the match. In the end, the
final score was 3 - 3 which meant the winner would be decided by the dreaded penalty
shootout. Unfortunately, the penalties did not go out way, which brought the team's cup
run to an end.




LLWYDDIANNAU CHWARAEON

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

LTA Schools Tennis Competition

After being crowned North Wales
Champions last summer, our U1l5 Boys,
U13 Girls and U13 Boys Tennis teams all
travelled to Ellesmere College last week for
the next stage of the LTA Schools Tennis
Competition.

Although each team lost their respectiv
games, everyone showed excellentf:
commitment and effort throughout, as
they come up against some highly skilled
opposition. It was a brilliant experience for
our players, who should all be commended
for getting this far in a national competition.
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